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Clause 10:  Class A reserve No 27575 is set apart as "national park" and is under the control of the National Parks
and Nature Conservation Authority.  The reserve is known as the Neerabup National Park.  At the request of the
Water Corporation on 20 November 1995, Cabinet approved the excision of Swan location 12520 for the
development of a water treatment plant to service the rapidly expanding urban development in the region.  The
National Parks and Nature Conservation Authority's support of the proposal was conditional, and Cabinet directed
the former Water Authority of Western Australia to fund the acquisition of at least an equivalent area of private land
for inclusion into the national park.  Should the area be excised from the national park it is proposed, via the normal
Executive Council process, to set aside Swan location 12520 for "ground water treatment plant" and vest it in the
Water Corporation.  This clause seeks the approval of Parliament to the excision of 8.7896 ha from reserve No

COUNTRY HOUSING BILL

Second Reading

DR HAMES (Yokine - Minister for Housing) [10.39 am]:  I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this Bill is twofold -

(a) to establish a new authority to facilitate the provision of housing for farmers, their employees, retired
farmers and persons engaged in certain business and operations; and,

(b) to repeal the Rural Housing (Assistance) Act 1976 and the Industrial and Commercial Employees' Housing
Act 1973.

The new authority which is to be called the Country Housing Authority, will facilitate more comprehensive housing
assistance for farming families and more effectively contribute to the development of country communities with
coordinated and/or subsidised employee housing finance.  The Country Housing Authority is to be created from the
amalgamation of two agencies involved in the provision of housing outside the metropolitan area - 

the Industrial and Commercial Employees' Housing Authority whose activities are directed at
accommodating essential employees on a lessor and lessee basis; and

the Rural Housing Authority whose activities are directed at rural and remote area housing for farmers and
their employees on the farm by way of either direct loans or the Treasurer indemnifying housing loans made
by approved lending institutions.

This Bill provides for an amalgamation of the objectives, powers, functions, assets and liabilities of the ICEHA and
the Rural Housing Authority.  It also provides for an expansion of the combined charter for the existing authorities
to enable the Country Housing Authority to service a broader range of housing seekers.

Part 3 of the Bill describes the customers that can be provided assistance with finance for housing in country towns
outside the metropolitan area.  The charters of the existing authorities have been expanded to include assistance to -

farmers who wish to house their employees in the vicinity of their holding;

retired farmers, who have transferred their total interest in the farm to a family member, and apply within
12 months of retirement, provided the authority is satisfied that the dwelling will be used as a home;

a rural employee including the self-employed; and

local authorities that wish to provide housing to a business or persons providing services within their district
including government employees or local government employees.  

Flexibility is the key to satisfying country housing needs which can be unique to each rural community and the
Country Housing Authority will work closely with progressive local authorities to develop assistance packages for
the provision of housing in country towns. 

Unlike the Rural Housing Authority, the Country Housing Authority will not be a lender of last resort, although its
objective, in accordance with division 1, will be to assist those persons for whom it considers housing finance options
are limited.  Assistance to all borrowers will be by way of either a loan direct to the customer or an advance by an
approved lender on the condition that the advance will be indemnified by the State.

Part 5 states that the standard rate of interest to apply to financial assistance will be published in the Government
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Gazette.  It also provides for the Minister to approve a rate of interest lower than the standard rate having regard to
whether such an approval would provide economic or social benefit to a rural town or region.

Funding for the Country Housing Authority will be derived from moneys appropriated by Parliament, moneys
received by the authority in performing its functions, borrowings and other moneys lawfully received.  The authority
may borrow from the Treasurer or, with the approval of the Treasurer, from any other lender.  The authority will not
be an employer but may, by arrangement with a relevant employer, use the services of an officer or employee in the
Public Service, state agency or instrumentality.  The authority will be an agent of the Crown and will be listed in
schedule 1 to the Statutory Corporations (Liability of Directors) Act 1996.  It will have a board consisting of a
chairman and three other persons appointed by the Minister, each of whom has relevant experience, and an officer
of the Treasury Department.  An officer from the department will also be appointed to assist the Minister in the
administration of the Technology and Industry Development Act 1983 which will provide a link to the regional
development commissions.

In setting up the Country Housing Authority, there will be a better focus on the housing issues being experienced by
farmers, businesses and service providers throughout regional Western Australia.  It will address a development
impediment and encourage the provision of essential services required by small businesses, farmers and rural
communities generally.  I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Cunningham.

OSTEOPATHS BILL

Report

Report of Committee adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Prince (Minister for Health), and transmitted to the Council.

ACTS AMENDMENT (LEGAL COSTS) BILL

Second Reading

Resumed from 10 September.

MS ANWYL  (Kalgoorlie) [10.45 am]:  The Opposition supports the Bill.  The order of my speech will be to briefly
summarise the history of this matter for members who are interested.  I have some concerns about the operation of
the official prosecutions costs scale which will be reinstated and the anomalies which occur under the present system
between the reimbursement of successful defendants in the Court of Petty Sessions arena as opposed to the more
serious indictable charges in the superior courts.

Since 1973 there has been an Official Prosecutions (Defendants' Costs) Act and I understand it was introduced during
the term of the Tonkin Government.  It is another example of a great Labor initiative.

Mr Prince:  It was drafted by the previous Government and introduced by the Tonkin Government.  It is an excellent
piece of legislation.

Ms ANWYL:  There we have it!  Both parties contributed to it, nevertheless it was introduced by a Labor
Government.  I am pleased it is applauded by the Minister who has responsibility for the carriage of this Bill.

Mr Prince:  I had costs awarded under it for 20 years.

Ms ANWYL:  Has the Minister stopped to add up all the costs that were awarded to him?

Mr Prince:  Nothing like enough.

Ms ANWYL:  That is always the lament of the country legal practitioner and I will return to that theme as I so often
do.

Under that legislation, people who were acquitted of charges in the Court of Petty Sessions could apply to the
magistrate dealing with those charges for a finding that they be awarded costs.  The costs scale provided a maximum
rate for the lawyer's fee for the day and certain reimbursements for allowances to witnesses and other expenses such
as travelling, accommodation and court fees reasonably and properly incurred in the preparation of the case.  That
might include costs incurred in inquiries and scientific and other investigations and tests and the provision of appeal
books, if necessary.  In some cases it would be in a higher appeal court that findings would be made in respect of the
initial conviction that might have occurred in the Magistrate's Court.
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